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PREFACE. 



Thb difficulty of securing attentive and 
reverent behaviour from little children 
diiring the hours of Divine Worship, has 
often been a subject of anxiety with their 
parents and teachers. This difficulty can- 
not be a matter of surprise, when we find, 
in examining them upon the services, how 
small a portion has conveyed any idea to 
their minds. Thus they are unable to enter 
into the deep and varied interests of Chris- 
tian Worship, and the most irksome duty of 
sitting still and doing nothing, becomes the 
only one which they can associate with the 
house of God. To teach little children 
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'^something of the real and touching meaning 
of our beautiful Liturgy, and to remind 
them, that the great God will not hear us if 
we speak with oiir lips, while our heart is 
far from Him, is the object of the following 
chapters. To those who are famiUar with 
his name, it may not be uninteresting to 
add, that they passed while in MS. under 
the revision of the late Rev. Edward 
BiCKERSTETH, of Watton. Should they be 
the means of helping one of these little 
ones to join in Sabbath prayers and praises, 
with true sorrow for sin, and warm love to 
the Saviour who died for them, they will 
not have been written in vain. 



LITTLE ANNIE; 

OR, 

IS CHUECH TIME A HAPPY TIME? 



CHAPTER I. 



It is not long since, that a gentleman of my 

acquaintance, took the little girl of one of his 

Mends with whom he had been staying, back with 

him to his home, that she might pay a visit 

to his own little children. He was yery kind to 

her on the journey, and when she was tired of 

looking out of the window of the railway carriage, 

he took her on his knee«and gave her some fruit 

and biscuits; and as he saw that she was still a 

little frightened at going with a stranger so far 

away from her home, he began to tell her about 

his own little girls and boys, what merry games 

they had on their half holidays, and how happy 

they were at lossons with their kind governess. 
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6 LITTLE ANNIE ; OR^ 

'* But Sunday is their happiest day, " he said ; 
<« even little Arthur, who is not four years old, 
claps his hands on Saturdays, and says, ' Sunday- 
a-morrow, papa.' Do you like Sunday best, 
Annie? " he asked of his little companion. 

'* Yes, I think I do," she answered, but in a 
tone as if she was not quite sure. 

" And do you like going to God's house, my 
child?" said the gentleman. 

Annie hung down her head, and did not an* 
swer at first ; but when the question was repeated, 
she said, "No, Sir." 

" How is that, Annie ? " 

" It is such a long time, Sir, I think it will 
never be over." 

" It is because you do not love what you are 
doing, that it seems Idng to you, my little girl. 
How many hours do you have for play on Satur- 
day afternoon?" 

*' From three o'clock to half-past five." 

*' And does not this seem a very long time?" 

" Oh ! no, I am always so busy with my garden 
and my doll, it seems to fly away, and I wish it 
were twice as long." 

" Time always flies when we are ;doing what 
we like, Annie ; and did you ever think that it is 
because you do not care to hear God^s Word and 
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to pray to Him — ^because you do not love to think 
about these things, that it seems to you so dull?" 

" I don't know what you mean, Sir." 

** Why when you have been naughty and grieved 
your dear papa or mamma, does it not make you 
happy to beg them to forgive you and kiss you ; 
and then do you not love to be with them, and 
see them smile upon you again ? " 

" Oh ! yes, that I do." 

'' And if you did but think, Annie, how much 
you haV)e grieved your Father in heaven, it would 
not seem dull work, but a great comfort to you to 
say, * I have done that which I ought not to have 
done; O Lord forgive me ! ' The chief thing that 
you want, my child, is the Spirit of God to teach 
you that Jesus loved you, even so much as to die 
for you; then you would grieve over the many 
things which you do to make him sorry, and you 
would love to come and beg him to forgive you, 
and help you not to do so again, and to thank 
him for all his kindness.*' 

** I do like to beg God to forgive me when I 
have done wrong. Sir, but I don't remember 
hearing about that in church. But often I do 
not know what it means, though I can read it all 
very well." 

•*WeIl, Annie, while you are with me I will 
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promise to try and explain to you everything in 
the words of the Church service which you cannot 
understand.'' 

*^ Thank you, Sir, I should like that very much, 
and will you begin now directly, if you please ? " 

" Well, I do not know why we should not, my 
child, especially as I have my little Bible and 
Prayer-book in my pocket. And first I must tell 
you what I always do before the minister begins." 

" What is that, Sir ? " 

" I kneel down and ask God to help me to 
pray and to thank him for all His goodness, and 
listen to what I hear. I am a great deal older 
than you, Annie, and can do many things which 
you cannot, but I am sure I could not attend in 
church, if I did not ask God to help me." 

" I will try and remember to do that too, 
Sir." 

'' Do so, my child, and I am sure that God 
will hear you. And now you may begin to read 
* the exhortation,* as it is called. Stop when 
you want anything explained." 

(Annie reads,) " Dearly beloved brethren, the Scrip- 
ture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and 
confess our manifold sins and wickedness ; and that we 
should not dissemble or cloak them before the face of 
Almighty God our heavenly Father ; but confess them 
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with an humble, lowly« penitent, and obedient heart, to 
the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the wane, 
by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

" Will you tell me what this means, Sir ? " 

'* Sundry places means that in many different 
parts of the Bible we are moved or told to confess 
our sins to God, and not to hide them up, to try 
and cloak them, or coyer them over. I wonder 
whether you can repeat one of these passages, 
Annie.'* 

" Papa taught me one which says, * Only ac- 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast trans- 
gressed against the Lord thy God.'" 

" That is a very nice one. And do you know 
another that says, ' If we do this we shall obtain 
forgiveness of the same ? ' " 

'' Yes, Sir, ' If we confess our sins, He is Mth- 
tal and just to forgive us our sins.' " 

" Very good, and now read on." 

(Annie reads,) " And although we ought at all times 
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God ; yet ought 
we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet 
together to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at His hands, to set forth his most 
worthy praise, to hear His most holy Word, and to ask 
those things which are requisite and necessary, as well 
for the body as the soiil." 
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" Tell me in your own words what this means, 
Annie ; what does it say we ought to do when we 
meet together in church ? " 

*' That we must confess our sins, and thank 
God and praise Him, and hear the Bible, and 
ask him for what we want.'* 

" Quite right, my child,' that is a very good 
answer. Observe you do not come to church 
merely to hear the service repeated ; you come to 
pray, to beg God to give you what you wish very 
much to have ; you come to thank him with all 
your heart for his mercies and goodness to you ; 
and to listen to what the great God says in his 
book to a little child like you. You can under- 
stand this, Annie ? " 

" Oh yes, Sir, thank you ; but I have not read 
to the end yet. 

Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are 
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and 
humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, 
saying after me. 

" I don't know what this means. Sir, at all, the 
minister says he prays us to go with him to— " 

" To the throne of grace, which means God's 
throne. Can you tell me what a throne is ? " 

" It is the Queen's seat." 

" Did you ever see a throne ? " 
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'' Yes, once I did, and the Qneen upon it ; oli 
it was so grand and beautiftil ! there were so 
many fine ladies and gentlemen standing about 
her. I should like to go there again." 

'' You did not think it dull) or the time too 
long?" 

" Oh ! no, Sir, it was so very pretty, I was not 
at all tired. Papa said it was a great thing for a 
little girl like me to go and see the Queen." 

" Then what must it be, my child, to be al- 
lowed to go to the throne of the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. Ah, that is glorious indeed, 
brighter than' the sun to look upon, and with a 
rainbow round about, in sight like unto an eme- 
rald." 

" Oh I should like to see that very much in- 
deed." 

" You can never see it with 'your bodily eyes, 
my dear little girl. There is, as it were, a cur- 
tain let down before it, so that we cannot look 
into heaven ; but when we kneel down and speak 
to God, we do really come to the footstool of his 
throne, the throne of his grace, or free favour, as 
it is here beautifully called." 

" I never knew that before, Sir, or I think I 
should have been afraid to pray." 

" You would have been afraid to go and ask 
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the Queen for anything, wonld you not, 
Annie?*' 

<' Oh yes, that I should ; I think she would 
have been angry.*' 

'' Bat, suppose some kind lady, of whom the 
Queen was very fond, had taken you by the hand' 
and said, you were one of her little Mends, and 
begged the Queen to listen to what you had to 
say, for her sake ? ** 

^* Ohy that would have been kind ; I should 
not have been at all frightened then." 

** Well, Annie, I can tell you of just such. a 
Friend, who is standing now beside God's glo-! 
rious throne, — He pities. He loves you. He will 
pray to God for you." 

^* And will He ask God to hear what I say, 
when I kneel down ? " 

*^ He will, my child, and God has promised 
that when you ask anything for Jesus Chris f.s 
sake. He will do it." 

'^ Good Jesus Christ," said little Annie very: 
earnestly. 

'* May God indeed help you to loye that donr 
Saviour with aU your heart, my child, now and 
for ever," said the gentleman, as he bent ovoc 
and kissed her. % 

** And now begin to read the General Con&tf^ 
sion> as it is called." 
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{Annie reads,) " Almigh^ and mostmerciftj Fatha ; 
We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
aheep. We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
thy holy laws. We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done; AjoA we have done 
^ose things which we ought not to haye done ; And 
there is no health in us." 

*'What does this pvayer say we aie like* 
Annie ? " 

Like lost sheep." 

Do yon know any teibt which says so too ? " 

^'Yes, Sir. There is one in Isaiah, which 
says, 'All we, like sheep, have gone astray.' " 

^'Baghty it was that one I meant. Did you 
ever see a man diiying a flock of sheep along the 
road, Annie ? Unless he has a dog to help him, 
he can scarcely get them along at all, one climbs 
iB^ into the hedge, another tains up a wrong 
path, and some will even nm straight back the 
way they came. Now, how do you think we 
9xe lake sheep, Annie ? '' 

**I suppose because we go out of the right 
way/* 

** Just so, my child. We are continually sin- 
ning against Gknl ; going out of the way of his 
commandments. Have you found out yet, 
Annie, how often your little heart is wandering 

B 
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out of the way ; how many times a-day you are 
cross to your little brothers and sisters, or dis- 
obedient, or thinking only how to please yourself, 
and forgetting to try and serve Jesus? " 

Annie hung down her head, and answered, 
" I don't know. Sir." 

" I am fifty-four years old, Annie, but I can- 
not say that there has been one day in all my life 
in which I have not offended against God's holy 
commandments; — ^leaving undone those things 
which I ought to have done, and doing those 
things which I ought not to have done. Our souls 
are very sick with sin ; there is no health in 
UB. Like a poor man who is bowed down 
with disease, and unable to do what he would, we 
are helpless of ourselves to do what is right." 

" But will not God forgive us, Sir ? " 

" Yes, dear, if we ask for pardon for the sake 
of that Almighty Friend who is standing by His 
throne. What does the text say ? " 

'* ' The blood of Jesus Christ, His son, deans- 
eth us from all sin.' " 

" And it is that which we ask God to do in 
the rest of the prayer; read to the end." 

{Annie reads,) " But Thou, O Lord, have mercy up- 
on us, miserable offenders. Spare Thou them, O God, 
which confess their faults. Restore Thou them that 
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are penitent ; According to thy promises declared into 
manlund in Christ Jesn onr Lord. And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for His sake ; That we may hereafter 
Htc a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
Thj holy Name." Amen. 

*' After we have done wrong and asked God to 
forgive ns, may we go and do the same things 
over again, Annie ? " 

"Oh no, Sir, for the little hymn say&— 

" 'Tis not enough to say. 
We're sorry, and repent, 
And go, from day to day, 
Just as we always went ; 
. For real repentance is to leave 
Our wicked ways, as well as grieve." 

" And what then do we ask God that we may 
do henceforth, or hereafter, in the end of this 
prayer?" 

*' Live a godly life." 

'* Yes, which means, to live as God our Saviour 
did when he was on earth. And now are you 
not tired, my child, or would you like to go on 
a little further ? " 

" I should like to go on, please Sir. May I 
read the next prayer ? " 

" Do so, my dear." 

'* ' Absolution, or remission,' I don't know at 
all what that means." 
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** It means pardon of sin ; remiBsion is to put 
away. There was a poor man I knew very well^ 
who was tried a year or two ago, with much siek- 
ness in his fisinuly, and he could not put by his 
money eyery week as he had be^ accustomed to 
do, for the rent of his house, so that when rent- 
day cfiune round, he had not one fiurthing to pay 
off a debt of several pounds to his landlord. 
Poor fellow, he seemed almost broken-hearted 
when he told me that morning, that he expected 
his wife and his little ones would be turned out 
into the road before n^ht. I advised him to go 

and speak to Mr. J , which he did. The 

Squire had his books laid out before him when 

poor C was admitted into his room. ' Well 

C— ,* he said, * your rent is always punetoal ; 
let me see, 3/., is it not? ' The poor man burst 
into tears. * God help me. Sir,' he said, * I must 
go to prison, for I cannot pay you.' The Squire 
listened attentively to the sad tale of his last 
year's troubles, and then took up his pen and 
dashed it through the entry in his book. < I 
believe you to be an honest man, C ■ ,* he said, 
' and you shall also be a free man ; I remit you 
the debt.' " 

" Oh, I am so glad, what a good Squire ! " 
'' Now you know all our sins are written down 
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ki Gk>d'B book, as the poor maa's debt was written 
in Mr. J — -s accounts, but when we pray to 
Jesus to pardon them, He blots them out with 
His precious blood, so that nobody can read them 
any longer, they are all gone. Now read the 
Absolution." 

(Annie reads,') *< Almighty God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sin- 
ner, but rather that he may torn from his wickedness, 
«ad liye ; and hath given power and commandment, to 
.His Ministers, to dedaze and i»ronounce to His people, 
being penitent, the absolution and remission of their 
sins : He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly 
repent, and unfeignedly believe His Holy Gospel. 
Wherefore let us beseech Him to grant us true re- 
pentance, and His Holy Spirit, that those things may 
please Him which we do at this present ; and that the 
leest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy ; so that 
at the last we may come to His eternal joy ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 



**What may God^s ministers declare to His 
|)eople, Annie?" 

'' That their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake." 
'* Yes. Ah, my child, is it this you do not care 
to hear, this joyful news that seems to you so 
tedious and uninteresting? If you had seen 
that poor man*s face when he told me the debt 
was pard<»ied, and he was free, how his eyes 

B 2 
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beamed with joy ; he seemed as if he could still 
scaroely beliere that it was true, for very glad- 
ness, and asked me, * Do you think it is really 
true, Sir ? Can it be possible that Mr. J — will 
really forgive it all ? ' I am afraid you have never 
thought about your debts, Annie, never trembled 
to remember the eternal prison, a lake burning 
with fire and brimstone, into which you must be 
cast, if they are not paid ; or you would think 
those words sweeter than music, which tell you 
' God pardoneth and absolveth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly (or really) believe 
that Christ died for sinners.* " 

I never thought about this before. Sir." 
Then I am very glad we ever began to talk 
about the Church service, my child; for it is more 
important that you should know and think about- 
this, than anytiiing else. May God grant you, 
my dear little girl, true repentance and His Holy 
Spirit, that those things may please Him which 
you do at this present, and that the rest of your 
life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at . 
the last you may come to his eternal joy, through 
Jesus Christ." 
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CHAPTER IL 

Anhie and her kind Mend reached the end of 
l&eir journey in safety ; and although the time 
had not seemed long, the little girl was not sorry 
to arrive, as she had never travelled so many 
miles before, and felt very tired. She soon became 
happy with her new companions, Mr. R's merry 
little children ; especially the three eldest, Mary, 
Henry, and Ellen, who were so gentle and kind 
to her, that Annie felt as if she had known them 
a long while. 

She told Mary, the eldest, how kind Mr. R. 
had been in talking to her on the journey, and 
how many interesting things he had told her 
about Ihe Church service ; and added how much 
she would like to hear more; "for," she said, 
" -Uiere are many things yet which I do not un- 
derstand in Church." 

" Oh," said Mary, " I will ask papa if he will 
be so good as to explain it to us, a little every 
day, if he is not too busy." 

" That would be nice," said Annie, " if you 
think he would have no objection." 
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Mr. R. Bmiled kindly when Mary made her 
request, and told them they might come into his 
study eyery morning for half an hour, and ask 
him as many questions as they chose about their 
Prayer-books. 

The next day he heard many little footsteps 
at his door, very punetually at the time, and the 
four little ones grouped themselves around him^ 
near the pleasant open window. 

** Papa," said Henry, *' Annie has told us aU 
that you s^d to her about the first part of the 
Church service, so will you please go on fix>m the 
end of the absolution prayer i we know what that 



means now." 



Mr. R, I will, my boy ; and as I think the 
Lord's Prayer has been explained to you all many 
times, you may begin with reading the ninety- 
fifth Psalm, which always follows :— * 

{Henri/ reads,) ** O come, let us sing unto the Lord : 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

** Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving : 
and show ourselves glad in him with Psalms. 

**For the Lord is a great God: and a great King 
above all gods. 

" In his hand are all the comers of the earth : and 
the strength of the hills is his also. 

<* The sea is his, and he made it : and his hands pre- 
pared the dry land. 
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^' O come, let us wonhip, and fall down : and kneel 
before the Lord our Haker, 

" For He is the Lord our Qod : and we are the people 
of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

'* To-day if ye will hear his Toice, harden not your 
hearts : as in the provocation, and as the day of tempta^ 
tion in the wilderness $ 

** When your fiithefs tempted me : prored me, and saw 
my works. 

" Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, 
and said : it is a people that do err in their hearts, for 
they have not known my ways. 

** Unto whom I sware in my wrath : that they should 
not enter into my rest." 

Mr. E. Why do you think we liaye this psalm 
so often in Church, Maiy ? 

M. I think, to remind us that it is happy work 
to praise God, papa. 

Mr.R. Yes. It is b^inning now what we hope 
to do for ever in heayen. And I fear if you find it 
dull in Church, that heaven would be duller stiU. 

*' Indeed, Sir," said little Annie, anxiously, 
** we do like to sing to God, and thank him for 
all that he gives us." 

Mr. R. I am glad to hear it, Annie. Then I 
hope you enjoy the psalms in Church, for they 
are full of praise and thanksgiving. Notice those 
expressions, the ** Strength of our salvation ; " a 
"Great God;'' a "Great King;" "the Lord 
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our Maker ;" ^' In his hand are all the comers 
(or deep places) of the earth "-^as it is in the 
Bible translation — ^the places of which we know 
but little ; and so are the lofty mountains. The 
sea, too, is His, and all that is therein. 

*' How great God must be, papa," said little 
Ellen. 

Mr, R. He is, indeed, my child ; but he is as 
good as he is great, and watches oyer us with 
such loTC, that you see he calls those who serve 
him the sheep of his hand. 

M, We have many other psalms in Church 
besides the ninety-fifth, papa. 

Mr, R. Yes, dear, they vary with the day of 
the month, so that we cannot go through them 
now ; but I will tell you a nice rule about hearing 
them, which I was told by a good man, and 
which I hope you will all try to remember. It 
is to turn each little verse into a prayer as you 
read it. For instance, when you hear, '^The 
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; he shall 
preserve thy soul," say in your heart, '* O Lord, 
preserve me from all evil; preserve nu/ soul." 

H. I shall like to do that, papa ; I think we 
shall all remember it next Sunday. And after 
the psalm a part comes which I like so much» a 
chapter out of the Old Testamenti 
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A, Why do you like it, Henry ? 

H. Because I so often liear my favourite stories 
about Joseph, and Dayid, and Samson, and Daniel. 

A, What, do they come in Church ? I don*t 
think I ever heard them. 

' Mr. R, It is because you have not listened, 
Annie. But, my children, do not let it be the 
stories only to which you pay attention. If you 
were to hear suddenly the voice of God speaking 
to you from heaven, while we are all seated in this 
room, how eagerly you woidd listen to every word 
— ^how anxiously woidd you strive to imderstand 
all that he said, and to do what he told you. But 
when the Bible is read in Church, it is really the 
same thing. It is the voice of God speaking to 
all. that are assembled in his house. Try and re- 
member this, that you may listen carefully to 
every word, and recollect at least some one thing 
out of each chapter you hear. 

M, We will, dear papa, and repeat it to you at 
dinner time, when we come home from Church. 
. Mr, R, I shall be very glad if you can do so, 
Mary; and now you may begin to read the Te 
Deum, as it is called. 

{Mary reads,) "We praise thee, O God : we acknow- 
ledge thee to be the Lord. 

** All the earth doth worship thee : the Father ever- 
lasting. 
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** To thee all angels cry aloud : the heavens and all 
the powers therein. 

«To thee cherubin and seraphin : contmaally do cry, 

•* Holy, holy, holy : Lord God of Sabaoth ; 

*' Heaven and earth are full of the majesty : of thy 
glory. 

** The glorious company of the apostles : praise thee. 

<* The goodly fellowship of the prophets : praise thee. 

"The noble army of martyrs : praise thee. 

**The holy Church throughout all the world doth 
acknowledge thee; 

** The Father : of an infinite Majesty ; 

<* Thine honourable, true : and only Son ; 

" Also the Holy Ghost : the Comforter." 

H. Papa, what does it mean by the powers of 
heaven, and by cherubin and seraphin? 

Mr, B. Bright and beautiful creatures, like the 
angels in heaven, my boy, who are serving and 
praising God all day long. ^ If you want a fuller 
accoimt of them, you may look afterwards at Isa. 
vi. 2. Oh, my children, how wonderful it is that 
a little child should be permitted to learn the 
songs of the heavens, and to say with those 
glorious and happy creatures, ** We praise thee, 
O God !'* and again, '' Holy, holy, holy. Lord God !" 

A. I never thought of that, Sir, when I re« 
peated those words. 

^r. E, Remember, then, Annie, that you are 
joining the angels in their beautiful hymns, if 
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you saj the Te Deum from your heart. You like 
to do the same as grown-up people, do you not ? 
Bid I not hear my little Ellen say the other day, 
" I wish I was a woman, that I might do as 
mamma does." Will you not, then, love to do 
what the angels do? and will it not make you 
happy on a Sunday, to be allowed to join in their 
holy, heavenly hymns, while you are still Uttle 
children? 

M. Yes, dear papa ; and it is not the angela 
only, but the apostles, the prophets, and the mar- 
tyrs, who sing praise to God. 

Mr. R, More even than that, my child ; the 
holy Church universal, which means everybody 
through the world who loves and serves God. 
Will Annie read the next portion ? 

{Annie reads,) *'Thou art the King of glory : O Christ. 

'*Thou art the everlaBtmg Son : of the Father. 

*' When thou tookest upon thee to deliyer man : thou 
didst not abhor the Virgin's womb. 

" When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death : 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

'* Thou flittest at the right hand of Ood : in the glory 
of the Father. 

'f We believe that thou shalt come : to be our Judge. 

** We therefore pray thee, help thy servants: whom 
thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
* '• Make them to be numbered with thy saints : in glory 
^erlasting." 

c 
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Mr. R, Think for an instant about those won- 
derfdl words, my children ; who was it that be- 
came a little baby, and for our sakes even passed 
through the sharpness of death ? 

H, It was the " King of Glory," papa, Jesus 
Christ. 

A, And he is called, too, the everlasting Son 
of the Father. 

Mr. R, Quite right; it was those words I 
wished you to observe. If the Queen of England 
were to become a little grovelling worm that you 
spurn with your foot, out of love to some of her 
rebellious subjects, it could give you but a very 
foint idea of all that our Saviour did in dying for 
us. Henry, can you find out &om the end of the 
verse why he did so } 

M, Was it not that he might open the king- 
dom of heaven to all believers, papa ? 

Mr, R, It was, dear. When Adam sinned, 
the gates of heaven were shut; nobody could 
enter in, or open the door, until Jesus died and 
rose again ; then he threw them wide open, and 
said to all the world, " Whosoever believeth on 
me shall not perish, but shall have everlasting 
life." 

M. I am glad, then, that the next verses are 
prayers, papa ; '* Help thy servants, make them 
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thy saints.'* To hear that the gates of heaven 
are open, makes me long to be one of those who 
shall enter in. 

Mr. B, God grant that you may be, my child ; 
it is a glory everlasting, which shall never fade 
away. 

{Little Ellen reads,) ** O Lord save thy people : and 
bless thine heritage. 

" Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 

** Day by day : we magnify thee ; 

** And we worship thy name : ever world without end. 

" Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day without sin. 

" O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy upon us, 

** O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trust 
£S in thee. 

**0 Lord, in thee have I trusted: let me never be 
confounded." 

H. Papa, I don*t know what heritage means; 
will you explain it, please ? 

Mr. R, It means portion or possession, my boy; 
something which is your very oum. Now if you 
look at Deut. xxxii. 9, you wiU find that ** The 
Lord's portion is his people," and this is a sweet 
thought. How you prize and treasure something 
which belongs to you, which is all your own ; you 
do not care for it half so much if it belongs to 
others ; just so, the Lord loves his people ; they 
are his own, his heritage. 
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A, I never understood that before, but now I 
think I do quite : and will you tell us. Sir, what 
vouchsafe means ? 

Mr. E. *'Be graciously pleased to keep us 
without sin ; grant this out of thy mercy." Well, 
dear children, I hope you will in future enjoy this 
beautiful h3rmn more than you have ever done 
before ; we will not linger over it longer now, 
though I might talk to you about it for many 
days before we should exhaust all the rich lessons 
which it teaches. It is always, as you know, 
followed by a lesson out of the Gospels. 

E, Oh, papa, I always watch for that chapter, 
I do like it so much. It is nearly always about 
Jesus Christ, and tells us how kind and good he 
was, healing the sick and the lame, and making 
the blind to see. 

Mr. JR. I am glad my little Ellen loves to hear 
about Jesus ; if so, do you not think the hundredth 
Psalm comes nicely after all that we have heard 
of his goodness ; we may well say : — 

" O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the Lord 
with gladness, and come before his presence with a song. 

** Be ye sure that the Lord he is God : it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves : we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. 

« O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
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into his courts with praise : he thankful unto him, and 
ap«ak good of his name." 

We ought to be glad to serve him, that is, to 
do as he teUs us ; and to go to Church with 
thank^vix^, siufie he has been so good. 

Jf. Yes, dear papa, and he is good to us still ; 
for the last yerse says, "For the Lord is gracious, 
his mercy is everloBting : and his truth endureth 
from generation to generation.'' 

Mr, M. Tnie, my child ; may the goodness of 
God indeed draw your young hearts to himself, 
that of all my little ones it may be said, ** Out of 
the mouths of babes and suckliogs thou hast 
ordained praise." Now you may run away for 
iMs morning, and come again at the same time 
to-morrow. 



CHAPTER III. 



" We are to have the * I Believe ' this morning, 
are we not, Mr. R.? " said little Annie, as she 
came jumping into his study the following morn- 
ing, followed by Mary, Henry and Ellen. 

" We are, dear child," said Mr. R. : " that is 

c 2 
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if you can manage to be quiet and attentive," 
added he, as he looked at the merry faces and 
sparkling eyes of his little group. 

^* Oh, yes dear papa," said little EUen, '* indeed 
we will, for we like you to teach us so much. Do 
you know, Henry said he wished that to-morrow 
was Sunday, that he might begin at once to think 
about all these new things in Church." 

" Sunday will come in time, my boy," said Mr. 
R., smiling, " and I should be glad, indeed, if my 
little ones are in future able to join more heartily 
in the beautiM prayers and praises which we hear 
at Church. But you must not forget, that though 
you imderstand every word, you will not of your- 
selves be able to attend and enjoy the service. 
You must ask for the Holy Spirit of God to 
keep away foolish thoughts, and help you, to 
worship God in spirit and in truth. Mary, do you 
begin." 

J/. Yes, papa, I can say the Creed off by 
heart; 

. ** I beUeve in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth." 

Mr, R. Stop, my child; there is much to think 
about in these few words. Do you mean what 
you say when you repeat, " I bdieve in God the 
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Father ? *' If Annie tells me, *^ I beUere in my 
fiitfaer," I know she speaks truly, for I see by her 
actions that she is trying to please her dear fiither 
while he is &r away, by being a good, obedient 
little girl, {Annie's eyes glistened with pleasure at 
ikis hind commendation.) Now, dear children, 
you cannot see Gh>d, your Father, but he knows 
all that you do, just as Mr. H. hears all about his 
child ; and if you believe in him you will love to 
do what he bids you, that he may snule upon you 
mad be pleased with his little ones. But if you 
never think about God, or even try to be good, 
you must not say, " I believe in God," for it cannot 
be true. Which of you meant what you said in 
repeating these words last Sunday ? 

The children did not answer at first, until Mary 
said, in a Altering voice, *' Indeed, papa, I begin 
to fear that I seldom think about what I say in 
Church." 

Mr R* It is well to have found that out, my 
child : now let it be your earnest prayer and en- 
deavour that it shall not be so any more. You 
see it is not only sufBcient to know the Creed off 
by heart Let Henry take the next portion : — 

** And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
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buried ; He descended into hell ; the third day He rose 
again from the dead ; He ascended into heayen* and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Ahnighty ; 
from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead." 

Mr. JR. Do you remember the story you read 
a little while ago, in the *' Churchman's Fenny 
Magazine," about the little boy who neglected to 
get the medicine for his poor dying father, and 
how he could scarcely bear afterwards to hear of 
Ms father's suffering and death without shedding 
bitter tears ? Now this may help you to find out 
whether you mean what you say in repeating the 
second part of the Creed. If you really belieye 
that the Lord Jesus was scouxged by Pontius 
Pilate, and crucified on the cross because of your 
sins, it will grieve you at your heart when you 
hear of it, and make you fear to do wrong again. 

M. Papa, I do wish to love Jesus Christ, I do 
wish to do as he bids me ; but it is so difficult, 
sometimes I think it is of no use to try, for indeed 
I cannot. 

Mr. R. I know well, my dear child, that you 
cannot possibly of yourself serve Qod ; even the 
Apostle Paul said, " When I would do good, evil 
is present with me." But let Annie read the 
following sentence, and you will see how you can 
do right. 
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** I believe in the Holy GhOBt." 

Mr, R, Here is a sweet thought, my children. 
You not only believe that Jesus died for your sins, 
but you believe in the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, 
who helps us not to sin, and teaches us to do 
right. 

EUen, Papa, how can the Holy Spirit teach us 
and help us ? 

Mr, R. If you were to tell little baby to run 
across the room, Ellen, could she do it ? 

E, Oh no, papa, you know she is such a very 
little girl ; but if mamma were to take hold of her 
hand, and hold her up, I think she could. 

Mr. R. Just so, Ellen, if you ask God the Holy 
Spirit, He will take hold of your hand and keep 
you from falling into sin, when you are just going 
to do wrong. He will remind you how such 
naughtiness would grieve your dear Saviour, and 
help you not to listen to Satan's temptations. 

Henry, How good God the Spirit must be, 
papa, to help little children. I shall like to repeat 
that part of the Creed now. It is Elly*s turn to 
read next. 

{B^ien reads,) "And in the holy Catholic Church." 

What does that mean, papa ? 

Mr, R, Not the building on the hill, where we 
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go on Sunday, Ellen, that is God's house ; but 
this Church means God*s household, God's ser- 
vants and children ; and as it is called Catholic, 
or universal, it means his people all over the 
world. Read the 6th verse of Heb. iii., Henry. 

{Henry reads,) " Christ, as a Son, over his own house ; 
whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end." 

A, Will you explain this a little more, Sir ? 

Mr. R, Why, you know, for instance, Annie^ 
that the people in the Queen's palace are called 
her household, her servants, because they serve 
her ; and thus, all who serve God are called his 
household, his Church. As that text says, " We, 
if obedient to the end, are His house." 

A, Oh, thank you, Sir, I understand it now, 
and God's household are not collected together, 
like the Queen's, but scattered all over the world ; 
some black men, and some white. 

Mr, R. Yes, Annie, for the Bible says, " Who^ 
soever'* believes in Jesus shall be saved. Oh, it 
is a happy household, my children ; try to get 
into God's family ; there is none other like that. 
Mary, will you go on ? 

{Mary reads,) ** The communion of saints." 
K What is ** Communion," papa ? 
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Mr, R, It is a word easily explained, my little 
Ellen. Who are the saints, or the holy ones ? I 
taught you that only last Sunday. 

E. God*B children, papa. 

Mr, R, Quite right, I am glad you remem- 
bered ; and do you not love to be with your 
brothers and sisters, Ellen, to play with them and 
talk with them ? 

E, Yes, dear papa, that I do. And the child 
threw her arms round Mary's neck and kissed 
her sister fondly as she spoke. 

Mr, R, The communion of saints, then, means 
that God's children love to be together ; they feel 
like brothers and sisters, for they have all one 
Father, even God. 

H, Thank you, dear papa ; we can all under- 
stand that ; and I think, my sentence too, it is 

**The forgiyeness of sins." 

Mr, R, You can tell me now, Annie, how it is 
that our sins are remitted, or pardoned? 

A, By the blood of Jesus, God*s dear Son, who 
paid our debt on the cross. — My sentence is, 

" The resurrection of the body." 

Mr, R, Tell me, in your own words, Henry, 
what it means ? 

H, It means rising again, papa ; rising from 
the grave. I remembrr that I couli not under- 
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stand how this was, until you showed us, last 
spring, a little chrysalis, which seemed quite 
withered and dead, and told us that it would soon 
become a pretty painted butterfly, with bright 
and shining wings. We thought you must be 
joking, papa, it seemed so strange ; but it was all 
true, for in a very few days, when we looked in 
the box, the dark grub was gone, and a lovely 
spotted butterfly had come instead. And you told 
us that just so in the resurrection-day we should 
see the little baby rise again, beautiful like an 
angel, who was put last year in the dark grave. 

M, I remember that, Henry ; and papa told 
us, too, that the baby would rise to everlasting 
life, as it is put in the Creed, — ^notto die, like the 
butterfly, when summer is over. 

Mr, R, Yes, my child, we must all rise again, 
either for everlasting sorrow, or everlasting joy. 
If you believe this, Annie, ^what will it make you 
try and do ? 

A, Walk in the way to heaven, I think. Sir. 

Mr. JR. Yes, surely. May God give you all 
grace to do so ! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Afteb the Creed we find two short sentences, 
can little Ellen read them ? 

(EOm readsj) «< The Lord be with you" 

Mr. E. Yes, it is a beautiful little prayer by the 
minister for the congregation. And what do thej 
answer Mary ? 

(If. reads,} " And with thy spirit." 

I have noticed that before, papa, I like to pray 
for Mr. B. ; it goes on — 

** Lord have mercy upon us ;" 

and then comes the Lord's Prayer. 

Mr. R. Observe, that we ask for God's mercy 
or help, three times before engaging in prayer. 
This teaches us how much we need Grod*s help in 
prayer ; we cannot pray of ourselves. Try and 
repeat this little petition with all your hearts my 
children, and God will help you to pray the 
following prayers. You see the first are in short 
sentences, repeated in turns by minister and 
people, to arouse the attention of the careless :— - 

" Lord, show thy mercy upon us," &c, 

D 
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And the collect for the day is the next prayer 
used ; this varies every Sunday. 

H. Oh we always know those, papa: you know 
we learn them to say to mamma. 

Mr. R. Ah, my boy, you can My them, but 
can you pray them ? There is a great difference 
between saying and praying, I heard of an old 
soldier the other day, who when a boy at school 
learned to repeat all the collects for his teacher 
year after year, so perfectly, that at last he 
scarcely needed to prepare his lesson. He could 
my the collects wonderfully well, but it did him 
no good. He grew up a wicked man, enlisted 
in the army, and served in Spain for many years, 
until in one severe battle, his leg was taken off by 
a cannon-ball, and he was left sorely wounded in 
the open field. Then he knew death was very 
near him, and his heart sunk with fear, for he 
felt that he was going to hell. He knew not how 
to pray, and the agony of his mind and body 
became almost unbearable, when one of the little 
collects he had learned at school came into his 
head, and he prayed it from the bottom of his 
soul. He felt a little comfort, and prayed again 
and again in the words of many different collects ; 
and God heard him. His poor body was saved, for 
God sent kind people to take care of him ; and 
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what was far better, his soul was saved too. He 
became a converted man, and spent the rest of his 
life trying to do good. 

A, Oh, Sir, I think I shall never forget the 
difference between saying and praying again. 

Mr. R. God grant it, my child, and enable you 
not only to remember, but to act upon it. We 
will pass on then to the second collect. 

JET. It is my turn, papa. I see it is called a 
♦* collect for peace^'* 

** O Ood, who art the author of peace and the lover 
of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfiBct freedom ; defend us thy 
humble servants in aU assaults of our enemies ; that we» 
surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power 
of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen." 

Mr, R^ Mary, can you find out why God is. 
called here " the author of peace ? " 

M, I suppose, papa, for the same reason that 
it says in the Bible that '^ the wicked are like the 
troubled sea which cannot rest,'' because only 
those who love and serve God, have q^iQt, happy 
minds. 

Mr, R, Quite right, my child : that is a very 
good answer; and Jesus himself, you know, 
especially promises peace to his disciples in your 
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favourite chapter, the 14th of John. But what 
does the rest of this collect mean, — *' defend us 
from our enemies ? " Why, my little, happy 
children, is it possible that you have any enemies, 
— that any one wants to harm you ? 

E, Is it not the devil you mean, papa ; does he 
not try to hurt us, and destroy us ? 

Mr. R, Yes, you are right, EUy. I think yom 
all know what cruel, powerfril, watchful enemies 
you have, but, my children, do you ever think 
about this ? Are you really afraid of your ene- 
mies, so that it makes you cry out in Church with 
all your heart, " Defend me, O Lord?*' When that 
great dog seized you the other day, Elly, you 
cried out at once, "Do help me, papa : " do you 
ever think of the fierce and roaring lion who is 
going about seeking to devour your souls ? He is 
none the less terrible, because you cannot see 
him. And how can little, feeble children help 
themselves against him? It must only be by 
trusting m God's defence, and entreating him 
to keep you fr^m all sin. Then, if he takes care 
of you, you need not fear the power of any ad- 
versaries, for the might of Jesus is greater than 
the might of Satan. 

H, It makes me afraid to think of him, papa. 
I think I shall pray this collect, not only on Sun- 
day, but every day. 
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Mr, R. You cannot do better, dear boj. Will 

Annie read the next. 

{Annie reads,) " O Lord, our heayenly Father, 
Abnighty and eTerlastiiig God, who hast safely brought 
us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same 
with thy mighty power ; and grant that this day we fall 
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger ; but 
that all our doings may be ordered by thy govemanee, 
to do always that is righteous in thy sight ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 

M» Here is another pray^ about defending, 
papa ; I am glad of that. 

Mr, B. Yes, and observe, my children, what 
oomforting words there are about God in this 
prayer. First, He is our Father, He loves us. He 
will not turn away when we caD ; then He is Al- 
mighty, able to do all things for us, and ever- 
lasting. He never changes. What does bring- 
ing safely to the beginning of the day mean, 
Annie? 

A» That God takes care of us while we sleep. 
Sir. 

Mr, R, Yes, dear. It is a nice thing to pray 
at the beginning of Sunday, that we ma^ be kept 
from all sin and dangers. Tell me some of these 
Sunday dangers ? 

M. Not worshipping God with our hearts, 
papa, but mocking him with our lips. 

D 2 
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A, Thinking about our play. 

H. Wasting Sunday time. 

E. Sleeping in churcli. 

Mr, R, Yes, it is against all these dangers you 
^pray, and if all your doings are ordered by God's 
governance, that is, if He guides you, and keeps 
you, you will be enabled in all things, to do what 
is right in his s%ht. When the Litany is not 
used, we next pray for the Queen. Little Ellen 
may read. 

' {Ellen reads,) " O Lord, our heavenly Father, high 
and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the only ruler 
of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the 
dwellers upon earth ; most heartily we beseech thee with 
thy favour to behold our Most Gracious Sovereign Lady, 
.Queen Victoria, and so replenish her with the grace of 
thy Holy Spirit, that she may alway incline to thy will, 
and walk in thy way : endue her plenteously with hea- 
venly gifts; grant her in health and wealth long to live ; 
strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all 
her enemies ; and finally, after this life, she may attain 
everlasting joy and felicity ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen." 

Mr. R. Notice this prayer, my children. You 
told me the other day that you wished you could 
do something for the Queen, and you were quite 
right, for she is our beloved, gracious Sovereign, 
and we cannot be thankful enough that God has 
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given US such a Queen. Now there is something 
you can do for her every time you go to Church : 
you can earnestly beg of Qod to give her all the 
good things mentioned in this prayer, and cer- 
tainly He will hear you, if you ask for Jesus* sake. 
And remember, though Queen Victoria is ruler 
over one-fifth of the inhabitants of the globe, God 
is the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the Ruler 
over princes. Henry, repeat some of the blessings 
which we here pray that the Queen may receive. 

H. First, the Holy Spirit, papa, and that God 
should look upon her in fevour ; then, that she 
may be plenteously endued with heavenly gifts, 
that she may have health and prosperity, conquer 
all her enemies, and at last go to heaven. Why, 
there is everything she could want, papa. 

Mr. E. Yes, my boy, and not more than we 
should all desire for her from the very bottom of 
our hearts. The next prayer is for the Royal 
Family. 

(Af. reads,) "Almighty God, the fountain of all 
goodness, we humbly beseech thee to bless the Prince 
Albert, Albert Prince of Wales, and all the Royal fa- 
mily ; endue them with thy Holy Spirit ; enrich them 
with thy heavenly grace ; prosper them with all happi- 
ness ; and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom, 
through Jesufi Christ our Lord. Amen." 
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E, I like that prayer, papa, because I love to 
pray for the little Prince of Wales, ever since we 
saw him that day in the Park. 

Mr, R, We have need to pray for him, Ellen, 
and for all the Royal Family. I fear the people 
of France did not constantly pray for their King 
and his Family ; and the consequence was, he was 
cast from the throne, and his children, and even 
his little grandchildren, were driven with him 
from their happy home and obliged to seek refrige 
among strangers. Let us pray earnestly for our 
Royal Family, that God would enrich them with 
heavenly grace, and prosper them with all happi- 
ness, and we shall help more than an army of 
soldiers to keep them from evil. Henry, do you 
go on } It must be the last prayer we consider 
to-day. 

(£r. reads,) '* Almighty and everlasting God, who 
alone workest great marvels, send down upon our Bish- 
ops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to 
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace ; and that 
they may truly please thee, pour upon them the conti- 
nual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the 
sake of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. 
Amen." 

Mr, R, What does this collect say God can do, 
Mary ? 

M. Great marvels. 
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Mr, JR. Yes ; wonderful things ; and I dare 
say you can find me a text in which we are told 
to ask great things of God. 

M. Did you mean this one, papa, — 

" Open thy mouth wide and I "wiU fill it?" 

Mr, E, Yes, that will do ; and there are many 
others to the same efiect. I can remember hearing 
a good man once say, " If you wish to enjoy the 
sermon, you must help the minister by praying 
for him." Now you see it will be your own fault 
if this is not the case, as there is an especial 
prayer for ministers used every Sunday. Can 
Annie repeat the last petition of this collect once 
more, — it is a delightful thought ? 

A, " And that they may truly please thee,'pour upon 
them the continual dew of thy blessing." 

Mr, R, You remember how you were grieved 
for your favourite plants and flowers that very hot 
day last week, my children. The leaves hung 
down without life and vigour, the lovely flowers 
drooped almost to the ground, and it seemed as if 
they must rapidly wither and fade. Just so is it 
with God*s people without his blessing; their life 
and beauty is gone, they are ready to perish and 
die. But in the silence of the night the soft and 
refreslung dew of heaven fell upon your parched 
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and thirsty flowers, and how you were delighted 
with the change next morning; each tiny 
leaf was sparkling with its crystal drop in the 
early sunshine, and the flowers were blooming 
once more in all their beauty. So we ask that 
the blessing of God may continually descend upon 
his people, as the dew of Hermon, the dew upon 
the mountains of Zion, where the Lord com* 
manded his blessing, even life for evermore. 



CHAPTER V. 



<' Papa,'' said Henry, as the little ones assembled 
the following morning in Mr. R*s room, *' nurse 
says we pray for the Parliament in Church. 
What is a Parliament, papa ? " 

Mr. R. All the noblemen of our country and 
a certain number of gentlemen chosen by the 
people, who help the Queen to govern, my 
boy ; but I will try and make it plain to you. 
Can you tell your brother and sisters, Mary, 
about the new game which I taught Mr. 
Middleton's school-boys the other day ? 

M. Oh yes, papa, it amused them all so much. 
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They were quarrelling, because they could not 
decide at which game they should play ; and 
papa advised them to stand in five rows, with 
twelve boys in each, and said each row must 
choose one boy, the wisest they could find, to 
decide for them what game it should be. It made 
them laugh so much. Then these five boys went 
and stood together under a tree, and they soon 
determined to have cricket, because they could 
all play at it. 

Mr, R. Well, my children, that was a little 
picture of a Parliament ; if all the boys could not 
come to a decision what to do, much less could 
all the people of England ;. therefore every county 
chooses one or more gentlemen, and many of the 
large towns do the same, to say what they 
would advise the Queen to do in governing the 
nation* All these gentlemen meet together in a 
large building, in London, called the House of 
Parliament, and decide what will be best for all 
the people in the kingdom, just as those five boys 
decided for the sixly. 

A. I have seen the Houses of Parliament, Sir, 
but I never knew what it meant before. What 
things do they decide about ? 

Mr, B. Why, for instance, Annie, the Parlia^ 
ment had something to do with deciding that the 
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beautiful prayers of out Prayer-book should be 
used .in aU the churches of England, instead of 
prayers to the Virgin Mary, and other men and 
women, which there used to be at one time. The 
Parliament helps the Queen to decide whether or 
not there must be a war with other countries, 
upon which the lives of thousands of poor soldiers 
depend, as we are commanded in the Bible, 
Prov. xxiv. 6 : "By wise counsel thou shalt 
make thy war." Have we not need to pray 
that God would help them in these important 
things to decide aright ? 

M, Yes, papa ; because we are sure they can* 
not do right unless God helps them. Now I shall 
like to see what we pray for about the Parliament. 

(Af. reads,) ** Most gracious God, we humbly beseech 
thee, as for this kingdom in general, so especially for 
the High Court of Parliament, under our most religiotis 
and gracious Queen at this time assembled : that thou 
wouldest be pleased to direct and prosper all their 
consultations to the advancement of thy glory, the good 
of thy Church, the safety, honour and welfare of our 
Sovereign and her dominions ; '^ — 

. Mr, R, Can you remember any instance in the 
Bible, Henry, in which you think a nation ad^ 
vanced God*s glory ? 

H, I think Solomon and the people of Israel 
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-did, when they built tmch a beautiful temple to 
be God's house. 

Mr, E. Quite right, my boy. And if the 
Parliament seeks to serve and please God, it will 
be the best way to make all the people in England 
happy. See what you can find about this in 2 
-Chron. xxvi. 6, Mary. 

M, '' As long as Zechariah sought the Lord, 

God made him to prosper." 

(£r. reads^) ** That all things may be so ordered and 
-settled hy their endeavours, upon the best and surest 
foundations, that peace and happiness, truth and justice, 
religion and piety, may be established among us for all 
generations. These and all other necessaries, for them, 
for us, and thy whole Church, we humbly beg in the 
name and mediation of Jesus Christ omi most blessed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen." 

Mr. R. This shows us still more what the 
Parliament has to do. They have to make laws, 
that all bad men who are unjust, and disturb the 
public peace and make others miserable, should 
be punished ; we ask God in this prayer to help 
Ihem to do so ; and well we may, for we should 
be in sad trouble if it were otherwise. 

E. Papa, what does it mean when it says, " in 
the mediation of Jesus ? " 

. Mr, R, I think Annie can tell you that, Ellen ; 
try and explain it to her, Annie. 

£ 
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A, Why, EUy, I think it means, that even when 
we try most to pray to God, idle thoughts come 
into our heads, and we do not ask as we ought to 
do. This makes Qod angry, heoause he cannot bear 
to look at what is sinful. But when we ask for 
Christ's sake, He stands between God and us, 
and offers up our prayers; then God will hear 
and answer them, because he looks at Jesus 
instead of us, and sees no sin in him. 

Mr. JR. That is quite right, Annie. Oh, my 
children, how much you ought to love this dear 
Saviour, who is so full of love to you. Pray God 
to make your hearts full of love to Jesus, that 
you may try to please him in all you do. For 
whom is the next prayer ? 

H, I think it is a prayer for every body, papa. 

Mr, R. It is, my boy, as we shall find on 
reading it. Mary, are we told in the Bible to 
pray for every body ? 

M. Yes, papa, in 1 Tim. ii. 1 : " I exhort that 

prayers be made for all men." 

(^. reads.) " O God, the Creator and PreMrvcp of 
all mankind, we humbly beseech thee for all sorts and 
conditions of men ; that thou wouldest be pleased to 
make thy ways known unto them, thy saving health 
unto all nations." 

Mr. R. Stop a moment there, Annie, and tell 
me for what we here ask God. 
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A. That lie would save every body from going 
to hell. 

Mr, R, Yes; I am afraid you have seldom 
joined in this prayer, my children, though you 
have heard it so often. It is asking God for a 
great thing, and if you really felt how many aU 
around you are going on the broad road to de- 
struction, you would not ask so carelessly as you 
do. You will all remember going over the prison 
with me the other day ? 

" Oh yes, papa," said Henry ; " and little 
Ellen cried when she heard that one poor man 
was going to be punished on the treadmill, and 
begged so hard that he might be forgiven." 

Mr, E, If you were sorry for the poor creatures 
condenmed to a short earthly punishment, Henry, 
how should you long for the pardon and safety of 
those who are in danger of hell-fire, and how 
earnestly wiH you pray God, with all the con- 
gregation in Church, that he would be '* pleased 
to make his toays,** the only way to heaven, 
*' known to them." 

M. Indeed, papa, I never thought of this 
before ; I shall love to join in this prayer now, 
for I know that God can save their souls, and will 
hear us, if we ask him. 

(£. reads,} " More especially, we pray for the good 
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estate of the Catholic Church ; that it may be so guided 
and governed by thy good Spirit, that all who profess 
and call themselves Christians may be led into the way 
of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteousness of life." 

Mr, R, We have prayed for those who know 
not God, — for the wicked, — tell me who we 
pray for here, Ellen, and what we ask God to do 
for them ? 

E, I think we pray for Christians, papa, 
— good people, and that God would give them 
his Spirit, and help them to do right 

Mr, R, That is not quite right, my little girl, 
tell her what it is we pray for Mary. 

M, We pray that everybody who calls himself 
a Christian may really love and serve God. 

Mr, R, Yes, that is what is meant. The 
first part of the prayer refers, perhaps, more 
especially to those who have never heard the 
Bible — poor heathen nations ; the second in- 
cludes all those who have been baptized, but 
have not got new hearts, as well as God's own 
dear children. 

(Af. recuis.) ** Finally, we commend to thy fatherly 
goodness all those who are in any ways afflicted, or dis- 
tressed, in mind, body, or estate ; that it may please thee 
to comfort and relieve them, according to their several 
necessities ; giving them patience under their sufferings, 



IS CHTTHCH TIME A HAPPY TIME ? 53 

and a happj issue out of all their afflictions ; and this 
we beg for Jesus Christ his sake. Amen." 

Mr, E. Dear mamma has always arranged 
for you, I think, that your chief rewards and 
pleasures should be to do good to others, my 
children ; to comfort the sorrowful, or help the 
poor ; nothing else makes you so happy as this, 
does it ? Well, see, here is this great pleasure 
provided for you every Sunday if you will care 
to enjoy it. You can help everybody in trouble, 
by joining heartily in this beautifiil prayer. 
There is no way of relieving them so sure as that 
of asking God to do so, because he only is able 
to take away all sorrows. 

E. But, dear papa, I never heard of anybody 
being helped by this prayer. 

Mr. B, Wait until you have prayed it yourself, 
my little Ellen, before you decide that it has done 
no good; I do not expect you would hear of a 
prayer in which you have never joined. Papa, 
who has so often delighted to use it, could tell 
you of many a poor creature whose heavy heart 
has been cheered and comforted by hearing the 
congregation unite in prayer for all those who are 
in trouble. And I doubt not, at the last day, 
we shall hear many wonderful stories of the com- 
fort and help God has sent to the affli(;ted in 

£ 2 
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answer to these petitions. We must ask in faith, 
my child, nothing doubting that God hears and 
will answer us when he sees best. 



CHAPTER VI. 

ZT. A THANKSGIVING prayer comes next: — 

"Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine 
unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty 
thanks for all thy goodness and lovingkindness to us, 
and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, prese- 
rvation, and all the blessings of this life : but above all, 
for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ ; for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory." 

Mr, M, Stop there, Henry, let us look a little at 
this wonderful list of the tokens of God's love. 
If an angel in heaven was to number all his 
mercies, he could not reckon up half such un- 
speakable mercies as we are permitted to do. 

H, I know what you mean, papa, because the 
Lord Jesus never died for the angels in heaven. 
3ut there cannot be half our mercies here, papa ; 
why, when you set me the other day to write 
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down all that I could think of on my slate for an 
exercise, I filled both sides, and still there were 
a great many more. « 

Mr.R, That is quite true, my boy. We find 
in the Bible that " they are new every morning," 
but we shall find many more included here 
than you woidd at first imagine. Mary, mention 
some of the chief mercies for which we praise 
God when we thank him for our creation. 

M, That God made us with souls, papa, and 
not like the animals who cannot think and can 
neyer go to heaven, or even like a poor idiot, 
who does not know what he says. That God 
made us with ears to hear, and eyes to see, and 
feet to walk, and hands to work, and a mouth to 
speak ; that he made us well and strong, too. Oh, 
I did not think there were so many mercies in 
our creation. 

Mr, R. And you have not numbered the half, 
my child ; but let Henry mention some that are 
included in preservation. 

H. That God preserves us from accidents, papa, 
and from robbers and murderera ; that he preserves 
us from fevers and sickness, and takes care of 
every body we love ; that he preserves us from all 
the troubles which poor little beggar-children 
have, or th^ little negroes, who are slaves. 
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Mr, E. And from wbat does he preserve our 
souls, Henry ? 

H. Aix, I had forgotten that, papa; from hell 
fire, I hope, and frt>m Satan, and from all evil^ 

Mr. R. See what a list are included in these 
two words only. Annie, will you take the next 
sentence — 

« All the blessings of this life." 

A, Dear papa and mamma, I think. Sir, and little 
brothers and sisters, and food and clothes ; and a 
nice house to live in, and kind friends and 
teachers ; and the servants. 

Mr, R, Now shut up your books, and tell me 
what is more than all these mercies put together. 

H. The gift of Gtod's only Son to die fob 

ITS, PAPA. 

Mr, R. Yes, we may well add, ** above alU for 
thine inestimable love ; " but I do not think Ellen 
quite understands. Ellen, which would you 
rather have» that beautiful bimch of flowers on 
the table, or mamma's gold watch ? 

E, Mamma's watch, to be sure, dear papa ; 
because the flowers wjould be dead to-morrow, 
but the watch will not &de. 

Mr. R, And would all these things we have 
mentioned do us any good when wc came to diet 
EUy, if Jesus had not borne the punishment for us} 
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. E, No, papa, because then we must have gone 
to hell for ever and ever. 

Mr, B, True, dear. God grant you all, my 
children, so to remember what your dear Saviour 
suffered to save you, that you may love him with 
your whole hearts, and never be weary of 
thanking him and tr3dng to please him. One 
thing strikes me about "the hope of glory: '' 
What was it pleased you all so much the other 
day? 

E. Oh, you must remember,- dear papa^ when 
mamma told us we were all going to the sea-side, 
and perhaps Annie too. 

Mr. E. If this hope gave you all so much 
pleasure, my children, think how bright and 
precious the hope must be of going to heaven 
itself, where Jesus, the Lamb of God, shall himself 
lead us to living fountains of water, and God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes ; where 
there shall be no more sin and no more sorrow, 
but we shall live for ever with our Saviour and 
tiie holy angels in that glorious city, whose streets 
are paved with gold, and whose gates are gates of 
pearl. How earnestly and heartily should you 
thank God for this precious hope which he has 
^ven to poor sinners through the death of his 
Son. . - 
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M. And for the ''means of grace,** too, papa, 
which so often remind ns of heaven ; I do not 
think we should ever get there if it was not for 
the Bible, and Sunday, and going to Church. 

Mr, E» Then try to thank God, my children, 
not only with your lips, — ^people who have no 
real thankfulness may do that, — ^but in your lives, 
by loving and serving him with your whole 
hearts while you are young ; he will enable you 
to do so by his Spirit if you constantly seek for 
his help in prayer. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Mr.E. The part of the Morning Service which 
we have to consider to-day, my children, called 
the Litany, was not at first intended to be used 
with the other prayers which we have been read- 
ing, but at a separate time, between the morning 
and evening serrices. This accounts for the re* 
petition of some parts which we shall find. 

M. I have often wondered, papa, why exactly 
the same prayers seemed to come over again, but 
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this explains the reason. It is divided into many 
short prayers, repeated in turns by the minister 
and people. 

Mr. R, Yes, dear, and if you are careful to 
repeat the responses, you will find it a great help 
to be attentive. Begin, then, to read, Mary. 

(Jf. reads,') '* O God, the Father of heaven : have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners. 

"O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world: have 
mercy upon us, miserable sinners. 

"O God, the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Pather and the Son : have mercy upon us, miserable 
sinners. 

" O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three Per- 
sons and one God : have mercy upon us, miserable 
sinners. 

** Bemember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences 
of our forefathers ; neither take thou vengeance of our 
sins : spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom Thou 
hast redeemed with thy most precious blood, and be not 
angry with us for ever. Spare us, good Lord.' 



»> 



Mr. R. These opening sentences are very 
solemn, my children, and should remind us, when 
we hear them, that Church is an awful and so- 
lenm place, as well as a happy place. God is 
there, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 
and he sees aU our hearts, and knows how full of 
sin we are. Find out from the 28th chapter of 
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Genesis what Jacob said about the place which 
he called Bethel, or the house of God. 

M, *' How dreadful is this place ! this is none 
other than the house of GK)d, and this is the gate 
of heaven." 

Mr, R, The house of God must mean the 
place where God is continually ; and I do not 
wonder that Jacob felt it a dreadful thing to be 
in the presence of Almighty God. If you were 
to remember this, my children, I should not so 
often see you idle and listless in Church. But re* 
member also, that while Jacob said it was a 
dreadful place, he called it "the gate of heaven;" 
a place that was almost heaven itself, it was so 
happy and blessed. If you love God, your Father, 
it will make you happy and joyful to be with him 
in his house, though you will veiy much fear to 
do anything which would make him angry. See 
what the holy prophet Isaiah said, when he sa^ 
the Lord in his temple, Isa. vi. 

M, He said he was " unclean, a man of un- 
clean lips." 

Mr. R. Yes ; when he saw the great and holy 
God, it made him feel how sinful and defiled his 
own heart was. And if you really feel that God 
is there, that He can see even every naughty 
thought in your heart, and that He knows all 
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that you have ever done MTong, what do you 
think it should make you say, Annie ? 

A. '^Have mercy upon us, miserable sinners; 
spare us, good Lord ; be not angry with us for 
ever." 

Mr, R. And the great God is not only able to 
pardon our sins for his dear Son's sake, but to 
help us by His Holy Spirit not to do what is 
wrong again ; therefore, we next pray to be deli- 
vered from many sins, and things which would 
hurt our souls. 

{H. reads,) ''From all evil and mischief; from sin, 
from the crafts and assaults of the devil; from thy 
wrath, and from everlasting danmation ; from all blind- 
ness of heart ; from pride, vain glory, and hypocrisy ; 
from envy, hatred, and malice, and all uncharitableness ; 
from fornication, and all other deadly sin ; from aU the 
deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, Good 
Lord, deliver us." 

E, I do not understand all this, papa. 

Mr. R, Why my child, you can imderstand 
that there are many things which would hurt 
your little body, if they were to come near you. 
You would not like to touch the fire or a sharp 
tool, because it would hurt you, and do you harm. 
Now there are many things also which will hurt 
your soul, if they come near you. They will 
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make you sin against God, and make Qod angry, 
and perhaps they will sink you down to hell-fire. 
You can see the things which hurt your body, 
and take care to keep away from them, but you 
cannot see the things which hurt your soul. 
Sometimes they are very near when you do not 
know anything about it, and only God can save 
you from them. It is from these things we here 
ask God*to deliver us, — ^from sin and all evil, from 
Satan, the wicked Spirit, and every sin which he 
tempts us to commit ; from the anger of God, and 
from hell-fire. Must you not cry out with all 
your heart, Ellen, "Good Lord, deliver us?" 

E. Yes, dear papa, I see what it means now, 
and I am glad we say this little prayer so often. 

H. Papa, I remember reading a story in which 
a man looked through a glass, and did really see 
all these things in the air ; the air was quite frdl 
of wicked spirits : one was called Pride, and an- 
other Envy, and another Hatred, and they were 
all so busy, whispering to some boys in a play- 
ground, and trying to make them do wrong. How 
terrible it must have been ! 

Mr. R. Not less terrible than true, dear boy. I 
believe that now, in this very room, there are evil 
spirits, which we cannot see, about my children's 
hearts, trying to make them sin against God, 
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Remember this in Church, it will help you to 
pray, ^* Crood Lord, deHver us." 

A. And then we pray to be delivered from 
things which would hurt our bodies. 

{E, reads.) "From lightning and tempest; from 
plague, pestilence, and famine ; from battle and murder, 
and from sudden death." 

Mr, jR, These do not need explanation ; you 
may read the next, Ellen. 

{E, reads.) " From all sedition, privy conspiracy, and 
rebellion ; from all false doctrine, heresy, and schism ; 
from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and 
Commandment, Good Lord, deliyer us." 

These are very hard words, papa. 

Afr, R, Do you not recollect hearing last win- 
ter about Guy Fawkes, Ellen, — ^the bad man, with 
his hat drawn over his &ce, and a dark lantern in 
his hand — what did he wish to do ? 

H. To set light to some gunpowder, papa, 
which he and his friends had put under the houses 
of Parliament, that they might blow up the King 
and Queen, and all the great men in the king- 
dom ; but God found out their wickedness, and, 
instead of making others suffer, they suffered 
themselves. 

Mr, R, This cruel plan of the wicked Papists 
was a sedition^ privy conspiraoy, or secret re- 
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bcUion, my little Ellen ; and it is from all such 
cruel plans of wicked men that we ask God to 
deliver us in this prayer. It is a bad thing when 
one person does what is wrong, but it is worse 
still when many people join together in some 
wicked plan, which is what these words mean. 
False doctrine, heresy, and schism, mean not ex- 
actly planning together to do what is wrong, but 
to teach what is wrong; when grown>up men 
teach others to do what God has forbidden. This 
is very grievous, and makes God very angry. 
Read the next, Mary, and let me see if you can 
explain the difficult words as you go on. 

(3f. reads,) "By the mystery of thy holy Incar- 
nation;" 

That means, by the love of Jesus in coming down 
from heaven to be a man and to die for us. 

(3/. reads,) " By thy holy Nativity and Circumcision, 
by thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, by thine 
Agony and bloody Sweat ; by thy Cross and Passion ; *' 

I think you once told me that passion docs not 
mean anger here, dear papa, but sharp sufferings. 

(3/. reads,) ** By thy precious Death and Burial ; by 
thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension ; and by the 
coming of the Holy Ghost, Good Lord, deliver us." 
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A. I do not uBderstand, Mr. R., what this 
means, " hy thy Baptism, hy thy Fasting," &c. 

Mr. R> '♦By" here means '* because of;" 
and it is the same as if we were to say, ''&«- 
cause of thine agony, because of thy sufferings, 
Good Lord, deliver us." 

M* I remember you told me a long while ago, 
papa, that each thing mentioned was something 
whioh showed Qod*8 great love to us, and, there- 
finre, it was a reason why he should deliver us 
from all these evils. 

Mr, R, Yes, Mary : just as I heard one of my 
little ones pleading with mamma for something 
the other day, — " I think you wiU, mamma, be- 
cause you did do it for me before." Only there 
is this great difference between coming to God 
for what we want, and coming to man. When 
other people have been very kind to us they do 
not like us to ask them for anything more ; but 
the more God gives us, the more he wishes us to 
ask him to give us. The greatest thing he has 
ever done for us makes us most sure that he will 
help us again. Can any of you remember a text 
about this in the eighth chapter of Romans ? 

Jf. Is it not this you mean, papa : — *' He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 

F 2 
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MB all, how shall he not, with him also, freely 
give us all things V* 

Mr. R. Yes ; there is also another reason, 
Annie, why these things are mentioned here. 
What made you feel so much for that poor little 
boy, whom we saw in great pain last week ? 

A, Because I had just had the toothache my- 
self. Sir, and I knew how bad it was. 

Mr. R. True, we can always feel most for 
others when we have had the same pain ourselves. 
And when we ask the Lord Jesus to deliver us 
from soiTow and temptation, we remind him of 
all that he suffered, that he might be able to pity 
and save us. Read the 18th verse of Heb. ii., 
Henry. 

" For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
he is able to succour them that are tempted." 

{A. reads.) "In all time of our tribulation; in all 
time of our wealth ; in the hour of death, and in the day 
of judgment, Good Lord, deliver us." 

A. Why do we ask to be delivered in the time 
of wealth, Mr. R. ? I thought that meant pros- 
perous, happy times, when we have nothing to 
hurt us. 

Mr. R, So it does, Annie; but have you for- 
gotten the evil spirits which Henry was talking 
about ? Often when we are most happy we are 
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most in danger of sinning against God, because it 
puts us off our guard ; and, therefore, we have 
especial need to pray, " In the time of wealthy 
Good Lord deliver us.'* 



CHAPTER VIII. 

{H, reads.) ** We sinners do beseech thee to hear us^ 
O Lord God ; and that it may please thee to rule and 
govern thy holy Church universal in the right way; 
that it may please thee to keep and strengthen in the 
true worshipping of thee, in righteousness and holi- 
ness of life, thy servant, Victoria, our most gracious 
Queen and Governor ; that it may please thee to rule 
her heart in thy faith, fear, and love, and that she may 
evermore have affiance in thee, and ever seek thy 
honour and glory ; that it may please thee to be her 
defender and keeper, giving her the victory over all her 
enemies. 

** That it may please thee to bless and preserve the 
Prince Albert, Albert Prince of Wales, a^d all the 
Royal Family ; that it may please thee to illuminate all 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with true knowledge and 
understanding of thy Word; and that both by thei 
preaching and living they may set it forth, and show it 
accordingly ; that it may please thee to endue the Lords 
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of the Council, and all the Nobility, with grace, wisdom, 
and understanding ; that it may please thee to bless and 
keep the Magistrates, giving them grace to execute 
justice, and to maintain truth ; that it may please thee 
to bless and keep all thy people ; that it may please 
thee to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord/' 

Mr, B, Will you try and tell me in your own 
words, Annie, for what we here pray ? 

A, We pray for other people, Sir ; for God's 
people, that they may be kept in the right way, 
I suppose that means in the way of his com- 
mandments : for the Queen, we ask for blessings 
for her soul and for her body; for the Koyal 
Family ; for all clergymen ; for aU great and rich 
people ; for the magistrates ; for God's people 
generally, and then for all nations. 

Mr. R. What a large prayer, ray children; 
i^o large, that you must each have a large heart 
before you can join in it. 

E. What do you mean by a large heart, papa ? 

Mr, R, I mean a heart so full of love that it 
takes in everybody, Ellen. You are little chil- 
dren, but that is no reason why you should have 
little hearts. A little heart loves itself so much, 
that it has only just rqom for papa and mamma 
and brothers and sisters, — it does not care about 
anybody else. A little heart will find this prayer 
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very dull, but there is nothing a large heart 
loves better than to help everybody by praying to 
God for them. 

M. I hope I have not got a little heart, papa, 
but I am afraid I often find these prayers very 
didl, and do not care to join in them. 

Mr, R, Remember, then, to ask God in your 
prayers, Mary, to make your heart so full of love 
that you shall be able to join in all the prayers 
for others, which you hear in Church. 

H, What does it mean, papa, when we ask 
that bishops and deacons may set forth God's 
Word both by their preaching and living ? How 
can they set it forth in their living ? 

Mr, R. I am glad you asked me that question, 
because though only d^gymen can set forth 
God's Word by their preaching, everybody, even 
little children, may and ought to set it forth in 
their lives. One way of teaching others to do 
what is right is by preaching to them out of the 
Bible ; and another way is, by doing ourselves 
what the Bible tells us, so as to set them a good 
example. I knew a little girl some yeai'S ago, 
named Mary Leslie, who was then one of the 
younger children at a boarding-school near our 
house. She truly set forth God's W^ord in her 
life. Nobody could be with her without seeing 
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that she was indeed one of Christ's lambs. Her 
humble, holy, gentle behaviour was a continual 
help to her school-fellows to do what was right. 
Almost from her infancy she had learned to love 
and serve Jesus, and her chief wish always 
seemed to be to obey and please him. Though 
she Uttle knew it herself, her conduct was like 
a continual sermon to those aroimd her, saying, 
** The way to be happy and to be a comfort to 
everybody is to love and serve Gfod." I know 
of at least one of her companions, whom she 
thus taught to love Christ, not by her words, but 
by her actions. May God enable you, my 
children, so to follow her as she followed Christ, 
that you too may set forth his Word in your 
lives. 

(M, rectda.) ** That it may please thee to give us an' 
heart to love and dread thee, and diligently to live after 
thy commandments ; that it may please thee to give to 
all thy people increase of grace to hear meekly thy 
Word, and to receive it with pure affection, and to 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit ; that it may please 
thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have 
erred, and are deceived; that it inay please thee to 
strengthen such as do stand ; and to comfort and help 
the weak-hearted ; and to raise up them that fall ; and 
finally to beat down Satan under our feet." 

Mr, E. Can you find out from the first sen- 
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tence, Henry, what we must have before we can 
diligently live after God*s commandments ? 

H. We ask first, "for a heart to love and 
dread God,'' papa. 

Mr. E. Yes ; this is like the root of which 
the other is the flower. When you kept your 
hyacinth bulb in a glass last spring, Ellen, what 
was the first thing you noticeii ? 

E. That it put out little white roots, papa. 
Yon told me there must be Httle roots before the 
flowers could come, because the flowers spring 
from the roots. 

Mr, R. Just so, my child, obedience and 
gentleness, and holiness, spring from love to 
God. If you love the Lord Jesus, who died for 
you, it will make you fear and hate to sin against 
him ; you will be always striving to keep his 
commandments. Can you find out, Annie, what 
the word '' dread" here means. 

A. I suppose, Sir, it means the fear of God 
which Mrs. R. was explaining to us yesterday ; 
not the fear which we have of anybody who 
hates us and tries to do us harm, but the fear 
which we have of grieving dear papa, or dear 
mamma, just because we love them so much. 

Mr. R. Quite right. You have remembered 
very well. 
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H, What does it mean, papa, ** to receive the 
word with affection ? " 

Mr, R, To listen to it as if you loved it, 
Henry. Which of you do not love stories ? I 
have watched your little eager faces when 
mamma is repeating a story, and I think you 
never move your eyes from her. So we pray that 
we may receive or listen to the Bihle as if we 
loved it, and then we shall bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit. We shall not go away and forget 
all that we have heard, but it will make us 
loving, and jo}^, and peaceful, and patient, 
and thus bring forth all the other beautiful 
fruits of the Spirit. Can you find out from the 
sixth chapter of Ephesians, Mary, what kind of 
standing is here intended ? 

M, I think, — ^to stand against the wiles of the 
devil, — ^against Satan's temptations, papa. 

Mr. R. And what by those that fall ? 

M. Those that fall into sin. As in the " Pil- 
giim's Progress," when Christian fell down, it 
means that he did something wroi^. 

E, I cannot understand this, dear papa ? 

Mr. R. You can understand, Ellen, that when 
you fall down it hurts your body. How often 
you bruise your little hands and knees with a 
tumble ! And so, when you do wrong it hurts 
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your Boul : it does your soul harm when you sin 
against Gt)d, therefore it is cslled falling. 

E, Thank you, dear papa. I see now what it 
means. 

Mr. R4 Satan is continually trying now to 
make you fall into sin, my children, but, thank 
Qod, he shall not always be able to do this ; 
when the Lord Jesus comes he will beat down 
Satan under our feet, so that he shall not harm 
us any more, as we are told in Rev. xx. 10, 
'* And the devil that deceived was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone. . . .and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever." 

(H, reads.) " That it may please thee to succour, 
help, and comfort, all that are in danger, necessity, and 
tribulation ; that it may please thee to preserve all that 
travel by land or by water, all women labouring of 
child, all sick persons, and young children ; and to show 
thy pity upon all prisoners and captives ; that it may 
please thee to defend, and provide for, the fatherless 
children, and widows, and all that are desolate and 
oppressed ; that it may please thee to have' mercy upon 
all men ; that it may please thee to forgive our enemies; 
persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts ; 
that it may please thee to give and preserve to our use 
the kindly fruits of the earth, so as in due time we 
may enjoy them ; that it may please thee to give us 
true repentance ; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, 
and ignorances, and to endoe us with the grace of thy 
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Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to tliy Holy 
Word/' 

Mr. B, When you are older you will under- 
stand better the full beauty of these rich and 
scriptural prayers, my children. I hope you 
may Hve to hear, euB I have done, from the Hps 
of the desolate, the fatherless, and the widow, 
how sweet it has been to hear God's people 
uniting in prayer for them Sabbath after Sab- 
bath ; and I cannot tell you how many captives 
in the gloomy prisons of far distant lands have 
been comforted to think that in thousands of 
churches the weekly prayer was offering for 
them, that God would have pity on all prisoners 
and captives. 

M, Dear papa, this seems to make me 
ashamed; somehow I am afraid I have never 
listened to these prayers as if I thought we were 
really asking God to help these people. I hope 
I shall hear them differently now. 

Mr. R, I hope so, too, dear child ; and that 
you will ask God to help you to do so. It is an 
awful thing to repeat the prayers Sunday after 
Sunday with your lips, without ever thinking of 
their meaning, or joining with your heart. Thei'e 
are also especial promises to those who remember 
the poor : look at Psalm xli. 1 : — " Blessed is he. 
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that considereth the poor, the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble/' It is the best kind of 
consideration to remember them in prayer be- 
fore God. There is one petition here which I 
thought you would all have noticed, since it 
concerns you particularly. 

S, I know what you mean, papa, — for young 
children. It is very nice to think that every- 
body prays for us in Chiirch. And another, 
papa, I shall think of when we are journeying 
next week — for all those who travel by land or 
by water. 

Mr. R. You often talk of the poor sailors, 
Henry; you should also think of them when 
this prayer is used. What command of Christ 
do we obey in the fifth sentence here, Annie ? 

A. Does he not tell us to pray for our enemies', 
Sir? 

Mr. E. Yes, he does, in Matt. v. 46» 
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CHAPTER IX. 

{A, reads,) '* Son of God, we beseech thee to hear 
us ; O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of tiie 
world, grant us thy peace. O Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. O Christ, hear us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy 
upon us. 

" Our Father, which art in heaven, &c. 

** O Lord, deal not with us after our sins. Neither 
reward us after our iniquities.*' 

Mr, R, To whom do we here pray, my litde 
Ellen ? 

E. To the Lord Jesus, dear papa. 

Mr, R. Try to think of that, my child. You 
are really in those prayers speaking to the Lord 
Jesus, just as much as you are now speaking to 
me. That very Saviour about whom you love to 
hear, who took the little children up in His arms 
and blessed them, is listening to what you say, 
and is ready to hear and help you. It is a sweet 
thought. And for what do we ask him, Ellen ? 

JE. For mercy, papa, a great many times over. 



M GHUBCH TIXE A HAFPT TIMB ? 77 

A. Why does this prayer come so often, 
Mr. R.> 

Mr. R* I will try and explain to you by a 
little story. Not long ago, a poor man had a 
quarrel with his neighbour. From words they 
rose to blows, imtil the one stabbed the other 
with his knife, and he fell dead upon the spot. 
The murderer was taken up and sent to prison to 
be tried for his crime. He made no resistance. 
When his passion was over, he saw how wicked 
he had been, and his heart seemed almost broken 
with sorrow and penitence. He knew that he 
must die. The law of the land is that murderers 
must die, and he felt he was not ready to appear 
before the great and holy God. A few weeks 
rapidly passed, and he was brought before his 
judge. The court was crowded with people, and 
he stood up, pale and trembling in the midst,— 
he knew that he was guilty, his heart told him 
so. Then the witnesses stood up and declared 
that this man had murdered his neighbour. He 
did not answer, for he had nothing to say. The 
judge listened, and inquired ; the jury consulted 
together, and found out that it was true, quite 
true. Then the judge stood up with solemn 
looks and a sad heart to say that the man must 
die. The prisoner had said nothing until then, 

G 2 
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but when the judge stood up, he knew what he 
must expect, and throwing himBelf upon his 
knees, he cried with a loud and bitter cry, 
'* Mercy, have mercy, oh my Lord, mercy, mercy 
upon my life, it is aU I ask." 

H, And did they save him, papa ? 

Mr. R. They could not, my boy. He had 
broken the law, and he must suffer the punish- 
ment. All that they could do was to grant him 
a respite of three months before his execution ; 
and I think there is reason to hope that he made 
good use of the time, and died a humble penitent. 
Turn now, Annie, to 2 Cor. i., and read the 9th 
verse. 

(^. reads,) ** But we had the sentence of death in 
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in 
God." 

Mr, R, See now, my children, why we hare 
need to cry for mercy. Like that poor man, we 
have the sentence of death in ourselves, we have 
broken God*s laws, we must suffer the punish- 
ment. God says, ''The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die." But Jesus bore the punishment 
instead of us : the Judge Himself says, that if 
we cry to Him for mercy, He will save us ; and 
more still, grant unto us eternal life. I do not 
wonder that this little prayer, " Lord have 
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mercy," comee over so often. Bemember, in 
repeating this prayer, that we have the sentence 
of death in ourselves ; and that unless we cry 
earnestly to Jesus for mercy, even as the poor 
criminal cried, we must suJBPer the pimishment of 
our sins. What do we call the Lord Jesus, 
Mary, when we here pray to Him to have mercy 
upon us ? 

M, The Lamb of God, papa, that takest away 
the sins of the world. 

Mr. R. Yes ; it is from this we hope to obtain 
pardon of our sins, when we cry for mercy. 
God told the Jews to pour out the blood of a 
lamb, or some other innocent creature, when 
they had sinned against Him, and He would 
pardon them ; so that the lamb suffered, not the 
sinner. This was a sign or picture of the holy 
Bavionr, who suffered for our sins — ^His blood 
was poured out that we might be pardoned, and, 
therefore, he is called the Lamb of God, that 
takest away the sins of the world. 

H. Papa, it says in my chapter that Jesus was 
led as a lamb to the slaughter. 

Mr, R, That was because he suffered so pa- 
tiently, as a meek and gentle lamb. You may 
discover many ways in which the lamb is a type 
of Christ. 
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(E, reads,) ** Let us pray. — O God, merciful Father, 
that desplsest not the sighhig of a contrite heart, nor 
the desire of such as be sorrowful ; Mercifully assist 
our prayers that we make before thee in all our troubles 
and adversities, whensoever they oppress us ; and gra- 
ciously hear us, that those evils which the craft and 
subtilty of the devil or man worketh against us, be 
brought to nought ; and by the providence of thy good- 
ness they may be dispersed; that we thy servants, 
being hurt by no persecutions, may evermore give 
thanks unto thee in thy holy Church ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

" O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thy 
Name's sake. O God, we have heard with our ears, 
and our fathers have declared unto us, the noble worka 
that thou didst in their days, and in the old time before 
them. O Lord, arise, help us, and deliver us for thine 
honour. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beg^inning, is 
now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
From our enemies defend us, O Christ. Graciously 
look upon our afflictions. Pitifully behold the sorrows 
of our hearts. Mercifully forgive the sins of thy 
people. Favourably with mercy hear our prayers. 
O Son of David, have mercy upon us. Both now and 
ever vouchsafe to hear us, O Christ. Graciously hear 
us, O Christ ; graciously hear us, O Lord Christ. O 
Lord, let thy mercy be shewed upon us ; As we do put 
our trust in thee." 

Mr, R. Can you find out from your Latin 
grammar what providence means, my boy ? 
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H, Pro^ before : is it not to see befot^, papa? 

Mr. R, It is, dear. We cannot tell what is 
before us, even in the next hour, any more than 
a blind child can see along the road he is^ 
walking ; but God knows all that may happen, 
aad so we ask for \m foreseeing goodness to give 
us all the help we may need in coming troubles. 
And do not forget, children, that you have a 
crafty and subtle (that means clever and deceit* 
ful) enemy always near you. He can turn every- 
thing into a danger: he makes dear brothers 
and sisters a danger to each other, for he tempts 
them to be selfish and quarrelsome : when you 
are happy, he makes a danger of being proud ; 
when you are sad, he makes a danger of being 
fretful — nothing but the good providence of God 
can take care of us in these many dangers. He 
knows beforehand what they are, and when they 
will come, so that He can enable us, by His 
Spirit, to pass safely through them. Can you 
find out for me, Mary, three reasons which we 
here mention why God should hear our prayers ? 

M* For His name's sake; because He did 
help our fathers with noble works ; and for His 
honour's sake. 

Mr, JR. Qidte right ; and we go on to tell 
Him more fully all that we want I think you 
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can tmderstand these short prayers, so you may 
read the concluding collect. 

{M, reads,) "Let us pray. — ^We humbly beseech 
thee, O Father, mercifully to look upon our infirmi- 
ties ; and for the glory of thy name turn from us all 
those evils which we most righteously have deserved ; 
and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole 
trust and confidence in thy mercy, and evermore serve 
thee in holiness and pureness of living, to thy honour 
and glory ; through our only Mediator and Advocate, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 

** Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this 
time with one accord to make our common supplications 
unto thee ; and dost promise, that when two or three 
are gathered together in thy name, thou wilt grant 
their requests; fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and 
petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them ; granting us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen«" 

Papa, does the word ''infirmities" in the first of 
these prayers mean the same as sins ? 

Mr, R, No, dear, sin is a direct act of disobe- 
dience against Qod; but I think infirmity here 
means that weakness of body, which often pre- 
vents our joining heartily in the prayers, even 
when we wish to do so. You know that you 
sometimes get tired and sleepy when you are 
trying most to attend in Church ; this is because 
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joor body is not strong enough to do all that 
^our mind desires. Jesus knows what it is, for 
we find in Matt. "viii. 17, that He took our infir- 
flpdties, so we need not be afraid to ask Him, at 
the end of the seryice, to look mercifully (that 
is, with pity) upon all the weakness of body, 
which has made it more difficult to us to pray to 
Him aright, 

JS, Papa, will you teU me what it means to 
put our whole trust in Qod's mercy when we are 
in trouble ? 

Mr, JR. I wiU explain it to you by a little 

story, Ellen. During a tremendous storm at 

sea, a ship, containing passengers beside the 

crew, was in considerable danger. The mighty 

wayes seemed to rise up to the very sky, while 

the poor yessel was tossed to and fro like a cork 

upon the water, which frequently broke oyer the 

deck, and swept away all that was loose. One 

of the ladies was yery much frightened, she 

thought the ship would sink, and eyery body in it 

would be drowned'; and she was surprised to see 

a child near her looking as peacefrd and happy 

as if nothing were the matter. She asked him 

why he was not afraid? "Because,'* replied 

the boy, " my father's at the helm." He^ 

belieyed that his father was able to guide the 
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ship safely through the storm ; he knew that be 
would take care of his dear child, and, therefore, 
he was not afraid. Believe, my children, that 
God is your Father, able to take care of you, 
and help you through all troubles and dangers ; 
and Hke the Captain's child, you will be kept 
peaceful and happy in the midst of them. 

A. Thank you, Mr. R., that is a yery pretty 
story; I shall think of the Uttle boy in the 
storm when I hear this prayer. Why is the last 
called the prayer of St. Chrysostom, Sir ? Who 
was St. Chrysostom ? 

Mr. M. A holy and celebrated man, who lived 
in the fourth century after Christ, my child, and 
suffered much on account of His religion, though 
he was not exactly a martyr. It is called his 
prayer because he wrote it. I do not wonder 
that it has been used for so many hundred years, 
because it is very beautiful; especially when it 
oomes, as it does in our service, at the end of 
many other prayers, in which always I should 
hope ^' two or three," and generally far more, of 
Qod's people have agreed together to ask of Him 
what they want. It should remind us with 
comfort before we rise from our knees, that if we 
have really been joining in the prayers, not one 
request has been in vain; for we know that 
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Jesos has said, ** If two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching any thing which they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heayen.*' 



CHAPTER X. 

Mr, JR. I SHOULD like to talk with you to-day, 
my children, about a part of the Communion 
Service, or the sendee used at the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 

M. I tan yery glad of that, dear papa; for 
though we haye learned in the Catechism some- 
thing about the sacramants, I do not know what 
communion means. 

Jl£r. B. listen att^itiyely, then,yfhile I explain 
it to you. Communion is something which you 
aU know in reality, if not in name. Which of 
my little ones likes to sit on papa's or mamma's 
knee, with their ^ r.^ yoCwhile you cau 
look up in their face, and tell them what you 
want, or anything that you are thinking about? 

E, Oh, papa, you should not say, which of 

H 
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US, — ^because I think that is what we all love 
best, to be quite close to you, and to hold your 
hand, dearest papa. 

Mr, R. And papa loves to have you near him^ 
dear child, — this is communion ; and communion 
is very sweet with those whom we love. Now 
let us find out why the Lord's table is called the 
Communion. Of what is it a remembrance, 
Henry? 

H. Of Christ*s death, papa. 

Mr. E. Yes, dear ; it was appointed at a time 
wh6n his disciples were all very near to Him,— 
one was lying upon his bosom, and the others 
were close beside. Their hearts were full of 
sorrow and love, because their dear Master was 
going away, and He was comforting them with 
the kind and tender words which we find in the 
14th and following chapters of St. John. This was 
commimion. Then Jesus took bread and wine,, 
and gave it to then! to eat and to drink, and told 
them that, after He was gone, they were to do 
this in remembrance of Him. And sio, for more 
than 1800 years, the children of Gk)a have met 
together in his house, from time to time, to eat 
bread and to drink wine in remembrance of their 
dear Saviour. And though they cannot see Him 
with their bodily eyes, they know that He is very 
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near, even in the midst of them, and they speak 
to Him in their hearts, and know that He hears 
them, and how much He loves them. Therefore 
the Lord's Supper is called the Communion. 

Tears came into Mary's eyes as she listened, 
imd she exclaimed earnestly, '' Oh, papa ! how 
much I should like to be there ! Why may not 
children go to the Communion ? " 

Mr, ja. Because, my dear child, you are not 
able yet to do all that is required of those who 
attend the Lord's table. The Bible tells us, in 
fieb. v., that milk is for b^bes, but strong meat 
for them that are of full age. Year by year, if 
you grow in grace, you will be preparing more and 
more to share in this happy service, as your god- 
fiither and godmothers promised you should do, 
even when you were a little in&mt. But until 
you are old enough to take this promise upon 
yourself, you must be content with the many good 
things which the Gbeat Shepherd provides, even 
for the lambs of his flock. And remember, my 
dear little ones, though you may not yet join fully 
in this blessed service, you are permitted to be 
inresent at its beginning, and you can try to 
.remember that your dear Saviour is dose to you, 
'in the very midst of us. You can think how he 
folds little children to come imto Him ; and while 



i 
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you are praying to Him, and praifling Him, you, 
too, will have sweet commimion with Jesus. Now 
begin to read the service, my Mary. 

(3f. reads.) << Our Father, &c. 

** Ahnighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all 
desires known, and ficom whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiratioa. of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name ; through Chriat our 
Lord. Amen." 

A> Mr. E., will you be so kind as to tell me 
why the Lord's Prayer comes over so often in 
Church? 

Mr. R, Well, think, Annie, how you ask mamma 
or papa for something which you wish very much 
to have; are you content with repeating your 
request once over, if they do not immediately 
choose to grant it ? 

A. Oh no. Sir ; why I think I asked tbem 
twenty times before it was quite fixed tlutit I 
might come here with you. 

Mr. R. It is just so with the Lord's Prayer, my 
dear little girl. It contains petitions which all 
who love Gk>d very much wish to have answered; 
for instance, that Christ's kingdom should eome, 
and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Though Gk>d has not yet answered this pra]w, 
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we know that He will, and that the more his 
children really pray for it, the sooner He will 
grant it. The collect which follows is very usefiil 
to remind us, that we need pure and holy hearts 
when we come into the presence of the great God. 
**' Inspiration '' means breathing; the low whisper 
<^ good thoughts by the Holy Spirit into our 
hearts. 

H. Papa, the Ten Commandments come next, 
but I do not understand why they should come 
in the Communion Service. 

Mr. R, Turn to Rom. iii. 20, Henry. 

(J7. reada,) *' B7 the law is the knowledge of sin." 

Mr, R, You can all imderstand this. If it 
was not for the law, or the commandments, 
which tell us what we ought to do, we should not 
know how little we have done that which is right, 
— ^how much we have done that which is wrong. 
The law teaches us howJvU toe are of sin. Now, 
God hates pride. We find in Proverbs, that '' a 
proud look is abomination to the Lord." If we 
come into his presence with proud, vain hearts, 
we shall only bring down his anger upon us. 
Therefore, the first thing which we do when we 
come before Him in the Communion Service, is, 
to hear the law, which teaches us how full we 
arc of sin, and should make us humble. 

u 2 
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A. Bat how can the law make us humble, 
Mr. R., when we certainly have not broken 
some of the commandments ? 

Mr. R. My dear child, this is a subject <m 
which we mnst have a little more conversation 
at another time. We will read them throngh, 
and then you shall tell me which of them yoa 
have certainly not broken. In the meantime let 
me remind you that the four first of these com* 
mandments constitute that whidi our Lord calls 
**the first and great commandment," and i£ 
which He says that it requires ns '* to love the 
Lord with all omr heart, and mind, and sohI, and 
strength ;" and that the six last oonstitate the 
'' second commandment," as to which he adds 
that it requires us to ''love our neighbour as 
ourselves." Ask yourselves whether you have 
always done this, and may God the Holy Spirit 
indeed teach you, '' through the law, the know- 
ledge of sin." 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Mr, R. We will now go through the command- 
ments a little more particularly, and you shall 
tell me which of them, as you said, you have 
certainly not broken. 

(ff. reads,) ** God spake these words, and said ; I 
am the Lord thy God : Thou shalt hare none other 
gods but me. 

**Thou shalt not make to thyself any grayen image, 
nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above» 
or in the earth beneath, or in the water imder the 
earth. Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor worship 
them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, and 
visit the sina of the fothers upon the children^ unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me, and 
show mercy unto thouaands in them that love me» and 
keep my commandments." 

JKfr. R, In order to see what is the real mean<» 
ing of these commandments, we must turn to 
Liike X. 26, 27. We find that the law here 
means, not only that we must not how doion to 
idols, — ^but that we must love and serve God 
better than any thing else. Therefore, my chil- 
dren, if you think about and care for any body or 
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any thing more than God, you have broken the 
two first commandments, — ^you are idolaters. 

A. That does seem strange. Does the Bible 
say so, Mr. R. ? 

Mr. R. Look at Col. iii. 5, Annie, and you 
will find, that covetousness, or loving money too 
much, is called idolatry. Now, some people Ioyo 
one thing, and some another; ujJuit it is does 
not make any real difference ; — ^it may be your 
parents, or your playthings, or your lessons ; if 
you loye and care for them more than God, He 
calls it idolatry. 

A. {sorrofvftdfy.) I am sure I did not know 
this before ; I will pray God to make me love 
him best of all, that I may not break these com- 
mandments again. 

{Mr. R. reads.) **ThoxL8lialt not take the Name of 
the Lord thj God in yain : for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltlesB, thattaketh his Name in yain." 

M. Papa, may I tell the others about this com- 
mandment; I remember so well how you ex- 
plained it to me ? 

Mr. R. Do so, my child. 

M. It does not mean swearing and using bad 
language only, but, it means at any time to 
repeat God*s name without thinking who He is, 
and how great He is. So that when we say our 
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players without thinking to whom we are speak- 
ing, we do really take God*a name in vain. 

Mr, R. Quite right, Mary. Remember that 
we are told in Deut. xxviii. 58, to '^ fear this 
^orious and fearful name, the Lord thy God ;" 
and that it is a solemn thing even to repeat it 
with our lips,*— ''The Lord mU not hold Atfte 
ffuUtiesa, that taketh his nanie in vain." 

(B* reads J) ** Bemember that thou keep holy the Sab- 
bath-day. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all that 
thou hast to do ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God. In it thou shalt do no manner of 
work, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, thy 
man-servant, and thy maid-servant, thy cattle, 
and the stranger that is withiii thy gates, F<Nr 
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh 
day, and hallowed it," 

Papa, we have never had our playthings or our 
work on Sunday ; how haye we broken this com- 
mandment? 

Mr. B. Turn to Isa, IviLi. 13, 14, EUen. See 
if you have ever done "your own ways." If 
you have ever done wrong on the Sabbath, you 
have brokai this commandment ; if you have 
ever found your own pleasure, amused yourself 
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instead of doing the will of Qod, you have 
broken this commandment in his sight. 

£. If this is what it means, dear papa, I iun 
afraid I shall never keep it. 

Mr, B, Indeed you never will keep this, or 
any of the commandments, my child, rightly, as 
they ought to be kept. To know this you must 
imderstand what they really are, or you will not 
find out how often you disobey them. If we 
could keep God's law perfectly, we might deserve 
to go to heaven, but we cannot keep it, we can- 
not speak one word or think one thought with- 
out sin. Every minute of your life you axe 
breaking the commandments in some way or 
other. Now, what do you think we deserve for 
this, Ellen ? 

E, To be punished, papa. We deserve God*s 
righteous anger. 

Mr, B. And how is it, then, that we may 
hope to be saved from heU } 

E, By the Lord Jesus Christ, dear papa, 
because He bore the punishment instead of us. - 

Mr. R, Yes, dear. And do you not think 
that when we find out by reading the law, how 
much we have sinned against Him, how much 
we deserve to be punished, it will help to make 
us love that dear Saviour, who pitied us not- 
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withstanding all our sin^, and su£[ered on the 
cross that we might be saved ? 

H. Yes, dear papa ; and I think I see better 
now why we read the law when we are going to 
remember Jesus. 

(if. reads,) " Honour thy father and thy mother ; 
that thy days may be long in the land, which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee." 

I think we know, without being told, dear papa^ 
how sadly we have all broken this eonmiandment. 

Mr, R. Then I hope you will all join heartily in 
the little prayer which follows,—" Lord, have 
mercy upon us," — which means, to forgive us for 
having so often broken it ; — " and incline our 
hearts to keep this law," or help us not to do so 
again. What do you find in Ephes. vi. 3, about 
this commandment, Annie ? 

A. That it is the first which has a ptomise 
added to it. 

Mr. R, Yes ; you know weU, that even now 
you are always happy when you are obedient; 
and, besides this, Qod promises a long life to 
those who seek to honour their father and mother. 
We may see a proof of this in the great empii*e of 
China :' the Chinese are a heathen people, and in 
some respects a very wicked people, but in this 
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one thing they have been careful to do right, 
that the children, both young and old, should 
honour their parents. The governors, and ma- 
gistrates would punish severely an undutiful child* 
And God has rewarded them for it; for thousands 
of years the empire of China has been great and 
flourishing ; they obeyed the command, and they 
have received the reward. 

{H, reads,) ** Thou shalt do no murder. Thou shalt 
not commit adultery.'* 

Mr, E, I see Annie's eyes are brightening with 
the thought, that here at least is a commandment 
which she has not broken. Is it not so, Annie ? 
But remember, we must try to find out the full 
meaning of this law, as well as of the others, 
before we decide that we have kept it. Read 
1 John iii. 15 :— 

•< Whosoever hateth his brother ia a murderer." 

Mr, B. You must ask yourselves, then, my^ 
children, not whether you have ever kUkd any 
body, but whether you have ever hated any body, 

A. Indeed, Sir, I am afraid I have, when I 
have been in a passion ; but I don*t think I do 
now. 

Mr. It, Then you see we have need to ask after 
this commandment also,^-*' Lord, have mercy ' 
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upon US, and incline our hearts to keep this law." 
I cannot at present explain to you the seventh 
commandment, hut we find, from other parts of 
the Bible, that it also forbids sinful thoughts, in 
which we have all sinned many times. 

{A, reads,) " Thou shall not steal." 

Surely, Sir, you do not think we have ever 
stolen anything, like thieves and robbers ? 

Mr, R, What is stealing, Annie ? 

A. To take away something which belongs to 
anybody else. 

Mr^ R, And do you never take for yourself, my 
child, something which belongs to God ? Tell me 
to whom the time of a servant belongs ; whom 
ought she to be serving all day long ? 

A, Her master and her mistress, Mr. R. 

Mr, R, And if, as I hope, we are God's servants, 
Annie, does not our time belong to Him ?^-oughi 
we not to be serving Him all the day long ? Yet 
I think you all know for yourselves, that, instead 
of serving God, we often disobey Him ; instead of 
giving our love to Him ; we set it upon others. 
We take away from God the time and the strength 
which belongs to Him, and this is really to steal% 

E.lom sure I did not know before, that I had 
ever stolen anything in my life. Have we broken 

I 
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the ninth commandment, too, dear papa ? I do 
not quite understand what it means— « 

**Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour," 

Mr, E. To bear false witness against any one, 
Ellen, is to say something against any one which 
is not exactly true, either by adding a little to the 
truth, or leaving out any thing. I will explain it 
to you by a little story: — Two boys, named 
James and John, were playing together in their 
£a,ther's dining-room, when some dispute arose 
between them, and James, who was a very pas- 
sionate child, pushed his brother with such 
violence against the window that a large pane 
was broken. James was frightened when he saw 
what was done ; but, thinking to escape the blame 
himself, he made his fault much worse, for he ran 
to his mother, and told her that John had been a 
very naughty boy, and had broken the window. 
Was this true, Ellen ? 

JE, No, dear papa, because it was James's &ult. 

Mr. E. This, then, was to bear false witness, 
my child ; and remember, every one breaks this 
commandment who repeats against another some- 
thing which is not quite true. Read the tenth 
commandment, Mary. 
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{M, reads,) ** Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
servant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any 
thing that is his." 

To covet, meaas to wish for something whicb. 
is not our own, does it not ? 

Mr. R. Yes, dear. I heard Henry breaking this 
command the other day, when he wished for his 
sister's desk; indeed I think you can hardly, 
any of you, remember a day of your lives in 
wbicb you have not done so, in some way or 
other. Now, my dear Annie, I tbiuk you will 
not be surprised at the text with which we began 
our reading to-day, " By the law is the knowledge 
of sin." But in case you do not yet feel quite 
sure bow completely we have broken it, look at 
James ii. 10 : — 

(Jf. reads.) " Whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 

Does this really mean to say, papa, that if we 
have only broken the Sabbath-day, it is the same 
as if we had committed murder, and stolen, and 
broken all the other commandments ? 

Mr. It. It does, dear. Why, if there were ten 
flowers in the garden, which I told you not to 
pick, saying that you should be punished if you 
did so ; and you disobediently went and picked one 
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or two of the flowers, would you not deserve to 
be punished? 

M, Oh, yes, dear papa, because I should be 
disobedient, just the same as if I had picked 
them all. 

Mr, R. Exactly so it is with the commandments, 
Mary; to have broken one, is the same as to 
have broken all. It is disobedience, for which 
we deserve to go to heU. We shall not have 
gone through the commandments in vain, my 
children, if it has taught you how grievously you 
have broken them in God's sight. Remember, 
you are guilty, you deserve to be punished ; like 
the poor criminal we were talking about the 
other day, you must perish, imless you cry for 
mercy. But if you cry to Jesus, He will save you. 
Though you have broken God*s law a thousand 
times. He has borne all the punishment instead 
of you ; and now, this very day. He is ready to 
pardon you and bless you, and save you from 
hell. When you hear the commandments, let it 
then remind you of Jesus, and make you pray to 
llim, and love Him, more than you have ever 
done before. The Collect for the day, with the 
Epistle and Gospel, you are accustomed to read 
every Sunday with mamma. The rest of the 
Communion Service which is used every Sunday, 
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the prayers for the Queen, and a longer Creed, or 
Belief, have been already in substance explained 
to you, therefore it will not be necessary to go 
through them again. May God give you grace, 
my dear little ones, so to join now in the begin- 
ning of this beautiful service, that in due time you 
shall be permitted to share in the privileges of 
its close. 

Not long after this conversation, little Annie 
was obliged to leave her kind friends and return 
home, but she did not forget all that she had 
been learning about the service in Church, and I 
have reason to hope she would answer differently 
now, to the question with which this story 
began. 
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